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EDITORIAL

Denise Lievesley

President of the International Statistical Institute (ISI)

I am honoured to be asked, in my capacity as
incoming President of the International Statistical
Tnstitute (IST), to write an editorial for the Bulletin
of the Spanish Statistical and Operational Research
Society.

Every President has to ensure that all aspects
of the ISI’s very broad remit continue to be acti-
vely fulfilled but will of course also wish to highlight
areas which particularly concern them. Among the
aspirations of my presidency are to consider the se-
rious crisis in several countries in recruiting new
members to our profession and to raise the profile
of the IST’s activities in relation to statistics in de-
veloping countries. These themes are not unrelated
as both the developed and developing worlds are
afflicted by a shortage of statisticians, and develo-
ped countries reduce their recruitment problems by
attracting statisticians from poorer countries the-
reby exacerbating the shortages in those parts of
the world.

Increasing the numbers of trained statisticians
will require greater collaboration between the ISI

and national statistical societies to address the pro-
blems of recruitment and retention. Training for
entry into the profession and continuing professio-
nal development are vital for practising statisticians
and professional societies should provide a forum
for sharing information to improve the quality and
accessibility of both.

We are justifiably proud of the important work
being carried out by statisticians across so many di-
verse fields. To continue as a vibrant discipline, we
must excite young people by showing them the sig-
nificant, contributions made by statistics to major
public issues. Making it easier for younger statis-
ticians to participate in professional activities will
pay great dividends. I was very fortunate to give
an invited paper in my early thirties at an ISI con-
ference and I have never lost the enthusiasm for
our subject engendered at that meeting. And the
professional friendships made there have remained
important to me throughout my career.

At the heart of the recruitment problem is young
people’s poor proficiency in mathematics which still
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prevails in many countries and the shortage of ins-
pirational and well-qualified mathematics teachers.
Our collective task must be to find solutions and
to campaign with all the means at our disposal for
more resources to be injected both by governments
and philanthropic foundations. We must also argue
cogently for greater public recognition of the impor-
tance of mathematics and its application to statis-
tics.

The ISI with its international remit has a parti-
cular role to play in the support of developing coun-
tries but, because of its limited resources, it can
only be effective through partnerships with other
societies. Crafting the right policies for such support
should be a key issue for all national and interna-
tional statistical societies but this must entail the
active involvement of the statistical communities in
the developing countries themselves.

A number of current initiatives focus on statis-
tics in developing countries, but we must have a
better understanding of the obstacles which prevent
statisticians in poorer countries from participating
fully in professional activities. Publications distri-
buted worldwide provide an outlet for papers by
statisticians across the world, but in practice those
in developing countries may be unable to contribu-
te through language barriers and a lack of resour-
ces. We must seek to reduce these obstacles. Ge-
neral conferences and special topic meetings provi-
de opportunities for statisticians from around the
world to discuss the discipline. Reduced registra-
tion fees and special funds are often available for
participants from developing countries and statis-
ticians from such countries are also encouraged to
present papers. However the numbers able to take
advantage of such opportunities are limited.

There are successes - for example the Internatio-

nal Association of Survey Statistics (IASS) has run
noteworthy short courses with many of the topics
deliberately selected to appeal to developing world
statisticians. These have proved to be valuable net-
working opportunities for less-advantaged statisti-
cians and we need concerted efforts to raise more
scholarships from the UN and charitable founda-
tions to build on these impressive initiatives.

The greater use of technology can benefit statis-
ticians in some developing countries especially those
with poor postal systems and can alleviate the ty-
ranny of distance. We aim to enable statisticians in
poorer countries to participate in professional acti-
vities such as committees, meetings and consulta-
tions without the need to meet high travel costs.
However we need to be sensitive to the fact that
some developing country statisticians may not have
access to technology, and that phone calls can be
extortionately expensive limiting internet use.

My conclusion is that a shared strategy across
international and national societies on developing
country statistics could act as a reminder to ad-
dress the needs of these statisticians in as many of
our activities as possible. It would serve to keep the
needs of developing country statisticians at the fo-
refront of our collective mind. We should review the
subject areas of our committees and our participa-
tion in high profile issues to see whether we have
a balance which includes topics of especial relevan-
ce to developing country statisticians. Although we
generally seek to have representation from develo-
ping countries in professional activities we have to
re-double our efforts to create a more comprehensi-
ve list of statisticians to select from, so that we are
not always drawing on the same small number of
people.
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